
Discussion Questions
1. Narrative Voice: How does the author establish a distinct narrative voice that reflects 
both her personal journey and the exploration of her heritage? Consider the portrayal of the 
author as a solo woman on a quest for self-discovery and connection to her roots. How does 
the author’s voice evolve throughout the memoir, and what impact does this evolution have 
on the reader’s understanding of themes such as identity, belonging, and the meaning of 
home? 

2. Identity and Belonging: Throughout the book, Babine considers questions of identity 
and belonging, particularly as she navigates her solo travels and reflects on her family’s past. 
How does Babine’s introspective exploration of these themes cause readers to question 
their own? Share your thoughts on how the author’s experiences and insights contribute to a 
broader conversation about the meaning of home and the importance of understanding one’s 
roots.

3. Memory and the Natural World: Babine weaves together stories and memories from her 
family’s past with her observations of the Maritime landscape. How does the author’s lyrical 
prose and introspective reflections evoke a sense of place and time? Consider how Babine’s 
descriptions of the natural world and historical sites enhance the reader’s immersion in her 
journey and deepen their understanding of the connections between memory, history, and 
landscape.

4. The Solo Life: Babine embarks on her journey alone, contemplating what it means to live 
a deliberately solo life. How does Babine’s exploration of solitude and independence resonate 
with you? Discuss the challenges and rewards of embracing solitude as a means of self-dis-
covery and personal growth, and consider how Babine’s experiences might inspire readers to 
reflect on their own relationships with solitude and independence.

5. The Role of History in Identity: Throughout the memoir, Babine reflects on the ways in 
which history shapes individual lives and collective identities. How does Babine’s meditation 
on the power of history to inform our present resonate with you? Share your thoughts on the 
importance of understanding and reckoning with the past in order to move forward, both 
personally and collectively.

6. The Impact of Historical Trauma: The Allure of Elsewhere explores the lasting repercus-
sions of the Acadian deportation in 1755 on future generations. How does the author illustrate 
the interplay between personal experience and broader historical events, particularly in the 
context of familial and psychological aspects? Discuss specific examples from the text that 
highlight the ways in which historical trauma continues to shape individual lives and identi-
ties.

7. The Role of Research: Discuss the role of historical research in shaping the narrative of 
The Allure of Elsewhere. How does the author incorporate historical context into the personal 
journey of the traveler, and how does this contribute to a richer understanding of the Acadian 
deportation and its aftermath? Examine the ways in which the author blends personal reflec-
tion with historical research to create a narrative that resonates with readers interested in 
both personal and historical storytelling.
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